TO  CINCINNATI BY ROAD
ture for road travellers which it seems possible to indulge in
without stigma or falling under the shadow of snobbery.
For instance, at any good-sized hotel you can be luxurious
and -eat in the restaurant, or, if you are hard up, or in a
hurry, there is a cafeteria where you can help yourself
quickly and inexpensively. You need not stay hi a hotel,
for most of the respectable little villas along the road, seek-
ing pin money, hang out a board offering a room and bath
for a dollar. In the country are tourist cabins, which vary
considerably, from shaky-looking hutches behind a gas
station, to discreet and pleasant cabins set off the road
among trees and grass, and varying in price from fifty cents
to two and a half dollars. Some of these are regular cabin
hotels, well designed with baths and lavatories, where for a
couple of dollars you get a garage and bath, a cabin with two
double beds and a cooking stove, with the milkman and
tradespeople calling in the morning. And in all the National
Parks camping grounds are set apart for tents, and for pic-
nics there are seats and tables and large open fires for cook-
ing. A family, travelling in their own car, could get across
the country very pleasantly, and probably for less money
than they would spend in their homes.
Occasionally we passed a trailer, or a group of trailers
parked under the trees in the country, or assembled methodi-
cally like a little town outside a real town. There is a vast
travelling population on the roads in the United States, that
threatens to become a nation in itself, a new race of gypsies,
that numbers millions, literally, and which lives permanently
in trailers making a living at every possible trade and pro-
fession. It is becoming a national problem, and there are
theorists, designing four-room trailers, who see no reason
why the whole population of America should not live on the
road, and think that the majority will in a few years' time!
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